358                        RELIGIONS    AND    BELIEFS
vellum leaves; it is not complete in the New Testament, and has been
retraced, to its great damage, by some loth or nth century scribe.
The Codex Alexandrinus (British Museum) and the Codex Ephrcemi
Rescriftus (National Library, Paris) are both 5th-century versions.
TRANSLATIONS   AND   CIRCULATION   OF   THE   BIBLE
The New Testament was translated into Latin in the 2nd century,
and into Syriac about the same period. There was a translation into
Gothic by Ulphilas (about A.D. 370). The Latin translation known as
the Itala was the basis of the Vulgate version by St. Jerome, completed
in 405, and of the first Anglo-Saxon translation.
The Bible was translated for the Slavs by the missionaries Cyril
and Methodius in 850, and for the English by Wyclif between 1356 and
his death in 1384. Seventeen German translations existed before those
of Martin Luther and Dr. Eck appeared in 1522 and 1537 respectively.
The first English printed version of any part of the Bible was the
translation of the New Testament made by William Tyndale and
printed in Germany in 1525. Miles Coverdale's version of the complete
Bible, published in 1535, was undertaken at the instigation of Thomas
Cromwell. The third edition of Coverdale's Bible, printed in 1537, was
published with "the King's most gracious licence," and was the first
Bible to receive official approval. It was also the first complete printed
English Bible and the first to divorce the Apocrypha from the Old
Testament. The first " authorized " Bible was known as Archbishop
Cranmer's, having a preface by him (1540). This, with revisions,
continued to be the authorized version until 1568.
An edition based on Tyndale's appeared in Geneva in 1557-1560. It
was known as the " Breeches Bible/' since Adam and Eve are repre-
sented as making themselves " breeches" instead of the usual
translation " aprons " (Genesis iii, 7). This was the most popular
version of the Bible for sixty years.
AUTHORIZED   AND   REVISED   VERSIONS
The authorized version which is now in general use in English-
speaking countries was published in 1611. A revised version of the New
Testament appeared in 1881; of the Old Testament in 1884; and of
the Apocrypha in 1895. In carrying out this last revision the scholars
to whom die task was entrusted aimed at retaining as much of the text
of the 1611 edition as was consistent with accuracy. Their work was
inevitably submitted to severe criticism on its first appearance, but now,
after the passage of more than half a century, it is fairly generally
recognized as a magnificent achievement.
The first Bible in German was printed in Strasbourg in 1466, and
by 1500 a hundred more editions had been brought out. At the present
day there are more copies of the Bible printed and circulated than of any
other book. During the last 125 years 442,000,000 Bibles in more than
600 languages have been issued.